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* The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 


ere Covent Carden <heatre. 

’ On Saturday evening, Auber’s charming Opera of Fra Dia- 
volo was performed at this Theatre, previous to the new Panto- 
mime. In the cast of the Opera there were some changes since 
it was last performed ; the principal was Miss Shirreff’s assump- 
tion of the part of the fair heroine, hitherto so ably filled by 
Miss Romer. We cannot say that we liked Miss Shirreff as well 
as Miss Romer ; her voice is neither so rich nor powerful, and, 
although she acted with great spirit, her performance had not 
that dash of romantic graceful feeling which Miss Romer im- 
patted to her acting. Templeton was the Lorenzo, but did not 
appear to have made himself master of his music. Wilson’s 
Diavolo was good, and so was Duruset’s Lord Allecash; the 
latter’s acting and singing were excellent. Ransford and Bedford 
made a capital brace of Brigands ; their bye play was perfectly 
characteristic and highly comic. Miss Inverarity, we regret to 
say, seemed out of spirits, or careless ; her LadyAlleash was not 
so effective as we have seen it. 


DPrurp Bane Chearre. 

SHERIDAN’s delightful Comedy of The School for Scandal 
was, on the whole, exceedingly well represented at this Theatre 
on Saturday evening, on which occasion Mr. W. Farren made his 
first appearance, for the season, in the character of Sir Peter 
Teazle, a character in Which he stands unrivalled at the present 
day, nor can we imagine that even King could have played the 
part better. He was received, as he deserved to be, with a 
hearty welcome, and trequently, during the progress of the Co- 
medy, was greatly applauded. Of Dowton’s Sir Oliver it is 
needless to say more than that he acted the part in his best 
manner. The other parts were filled as they were last season, 
with the exception of Joseph Surface, and Sir Benjamin, 
Warde and T. Green, being the substitutes for Macready and 
Harley, which certainly was any thing but an improvement.— 
The grand Spectacle of Si.George and the Dragon, which fol- 
lowed the Comedy, has been condensed and greatly improved 
since its first representation. F.Reynolds is adapting Lord By- 
ron’s Sardanapalus, for this Theatre, and it will be produced 
with great splendour as soon as Ellen Tree returns from Germany; 
she is to personate Myrrha, and Macready will support the ar- 
duous character of Sardanapalus. 
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THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


VICTORIA THEATRE, 

The new splendid comic Pantomime of A. B.C. Harlequin 
Guy, Earl of Warwick is likely to prove a source of great at- 
traction to this Theatre. It is from the pen of the veteran Tom 
Dibdin, (whose Mother Goose brought more money to the trea- 
sury of Covent Garden Theatre than any Pantomime that ever 
was produced,) and is worthy of its author, It is not merely a 
jumble of unmeaning absurdity, but every scene is replete with 
humour and satire.—The gymnastics of the Poles are wonderful. 

This Evening M. Laporte will give a Grand Masquerade at the 
King’s Theatre, and from the amusements provided we have no 
doubt it will far surpass all former attempts of the kind. 





— 


Allis bustle at the above Theatre, which opens, for the season, 


on the Ist of February. 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theairicat Observer. 

Dear Mr. Epitor,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
trude—will you [excuse me, I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world, at one or other of 
the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday, call in at the Queen‘s Bazaar, Oxford Street, to see the new Diorama 
ef Captain Ross‘s Expedition to the North Pole—crowded to the door, but when 
I did get in, amply repaid for my patience—most interestiug subject—fancy your- 
self among the natives without the fatigue of the voyage.—Belshazzars's Feast, 
and all the Physiorama Views, are added, so that you see the whole for Is. 

Afterwards pop in afew doors higher up to mon ami, Palmer.jun. just loeated 
from St.James’s-st.—his new Dressing Case is positively a ‘ Portable Toilet,’ 
‘a Travelling requisite‘—so pretty—soeheap.—only two King Williams,— 
Aunt Paulina promises me one tor a Christmas Box!!! 

But stop, I must just run and have a peep at the vast improvements going on, 
and the endless variety} of ariicles for dress, use and ornament, at the Western 
Exchange Bazaar, Old Bond Street. This is certainly the place I love to be at, 
where I can point out the houses of my city friends in The Model of London, in 
the Gallery above—120,000 Houses ! !—140 Churches!!! 

Tuesday, I have a great treat by lounging for an hour or two at the Suffolk 
Street Gallery, contemplating the choice specimens of the British School of 
Painting which adorn its walls. Everybody must go, for the artist, the con- 
noisseur, and the mere des@uvre, will be equally delighted and instructed. 

‘My last white hat getting very shabby thought of putting it into mourning, ex- 
claimed “ Yes I have set my crown upon a cast, and I will stand tie hazard of tbe 
dye,’—walked into Perring‘s, 85, Strand, and found Hats so cheap. so waterproof, 
and so good, gave up the idea of dying at present, and bought a new one. 

Wednesday, visit The Industrious Fleas, which are returned to 238, Regent-st.° 
where they perform daily such feats as must be witnessed to be believed—they 
dance, play at whist, flirt, and fight duels, besides acting as horses, &c. indeed, 
they are as perfectly under the word of command as if they had an understanding. 





Monday and Thursday dine at the Table d’Hote provided by Evans, formerly | 


atCoventGardenTheatre, at his hotel, late Joy s,Piazza—served with elegance, 
enlivened with the singing and wit of his brother actore.-Can have a Chop,&c. 
for Supper here as cheap as at his old house in Maiden Lane. 

On Friday, I examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle- Work, in Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Several of my friends having been misled by external appearances. and popped 
into the wrong shop, I would recommend them in future to order their Wines 
and Spirits by post, as there can be no mistake in directing letters to Brett’s 
Patent Brandy Depot, 109, Drury Lane. 

How Macready shines to-night, says I, at Drury—Mrs P. instantly asked me 
this Con.—Who is the most shiniag and reflecting man, & the greatest friend 
to the Polish cause in London ?” looked at my brilliant boots, and exclaimed. 
‘Robert Warren!’’~-Isn’t that a good one ?—but I intrude, beg pardon-= 

Your's, &. PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








This Evening, Lord Byron’s Tragedy of 


WERNER. 


Werner, Mr MACREADY, Ulric, Mr KING, 
Gabor, Mr COOPER, - Idenstein, Mr BLANCHARD. 
Ida, Miss PHILLIPS, Joserphinc, Mrs LOVELL. 
After which, (4th time, ) a New Grand Christmas Spectacle, called 


St. George and the Dragon: 


OR, THE 


Seven Champions of Christendom. 
With New Music, Scenery, Machinery, Dresses, Decorations, &c, 

The New Splendid Scenery by Messrs. Andrews, Marinari, 
Finley, Franklin, Adams, Hollogan, & Stanfield. 


Mr. DUCROW 
Iias been engaged, by which the Resources of his Theatre will be employed, 


With his numerous Stud of 44 Ho . 
The Spectacle produced under the Direction of Mr Ducrow. 


CHARACTERS IN THE DRAMA: 

St.George, (the Champion of England,) Mr DUCROW, 
St. Andrew, (the Champion of Scotland,) Mr DURUSET, 
St. Patrick .... (the Champion of Ireland,) .... Mr BAKER, 
St. David, (the Champion of Wales,) Mr FILLINGHAM, 
St. Denis,(theChampion of France, )Mr HATTON, 


St. Anthony, (the Champion of Italy,) MrG. WOOLFORD, 


St. James, (the Champion of Spain,) Mr COHEN, | 
Tom of Coventry ........ (Tinker,) ........ Mr HARLEY, 
Huge Broadbones, a “ Lusty Farrier,’? Mr BEDFORD, 
Sycorax, (a Fiend,) Mr HOWELL, 

Kaliba, (ths Enchantress,) Mrs VINING, 
Dame Durden......(a Wealthy Villager......Mrs C. JONES, 
Kate of Coventry, (her Niece) Mrs FITZ WILLIAM. 
EGYPTIANS. 


- Ptolemy........( King of Egypt)........Mr G. BENNETT, 


Almador, (King of Mezxico,) Mr DIDDEAR, 

Magor, (High Priest of Memphis,) Mr THOMPSON, 
Sardan, Temphos, & Melchis, Mess. Younge, F.Cooke & Cathie. 
Princess Sabra, Miss E. PHILLIPS, - Letha, Miss H. CAWSE. 

The following is the succession of the Scenery ond Incidents ; 

SCENE 1.—Abode of the Enchantress. 2.—Grotto of the Senses. 3.—The 

mnchanted Cavern of the Six Champions. 4.—View near Coventry in the 

- Olden Time. 5.—The Farrier‘s Forge.  6.—Brazen Pillar on the Seven 
Roads, (Andrews.) with the Departure of St. George for Egypt! and a 
Grand Old English Cavalcade ! consisting. of | the Authorities of Coventry, 
Knights, Squires, Ladies, Pages, Men-at-Arms, Traders, Minstrels, Morris 
Dancers, &c. 

ACT II,—Scrnge 1.—Palace of King Ptolemy, ix which will be introduced a 
Grand Divertisement, with preparation for the Marriage, and Sacrifice of the 
Princess Sabra to the Dragon. 2.—Banks of the Nile. 3.—The Herdsman‘s 
Hut. 4.—Pathway leading to the Valley. MrSTANFIELD*s Grand Egyp- 
tian Diorama, commencing with the Great Cataracts, and Dragon‘s Haunt by 
Moonlight, with the celebrated Traditional Fight, between St. George and the 
Dragon, terminating in the Defeat of the Monster ! carried on through the 
Excavated Temples of Ghirsheh. Caverns of Abou Samboul. Ascent of a 
Pyramid. Distant View of the City. Interior of the City, with the Grand 
Triumphal Entry of St. George and the other Champions into the Temple of 
Memphis, which terminates the Diorama and the Piece. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Grand Historical Opera of 


Gustavus the Third; 


Gustavus the Third, Mr WARDE, Colonel Lillienhorn, Mr TEMPLETON, 
Count D’ Essen, Mr PERKINS, The Baron Bjelke, Mr BAKER, 
Count Ribbing, ........Mr WILSON, Count De Horn,........Mr SEGUIN, 
Captain Ankarstrom, Mr MARTYN, 
Oscar,. eeecceevcrece (Favorite Page to the King eececececcce - Miss SHIRREFF, 
Christian Engleheart, Mr BEDFORD, 
Mad. Ankerstrom, Miss INVERARITY, Arvedson, Mrs FITZWILLIAM. 
After which, (4thtime,) a new Grand Mythological, Comic, 


Melo-dramatical, partly Operatical, Pantomime, called 


Old Mother Hubbard 


AND HER DOG; 


eae ra\,# : ” 

Or, Harlequin & Tales of theNursery! 
With new Scenery,&c. TheOverture & Music byMrR. Hughes. 
The Scenery painted by the Messrs Grieve, and Assistants. 

The Tricks, Changes, &c. by Mr.W.Bradwell. The Machinery, by Mr.Sloman. 
The Dresses by Mr. HEAD &§ Mrs. COOMBE. 

The whole Composed & Arranged by MrFarley. 
Cupid, (the Mischievous Boy,) Miss POOLE, 

Town Crier, Mr G. SMITH, Citizens, Messrs Miller, Tett, &c, 
King RundytundyO, Mr W.H. PAYNE, 

Herald, Mr MEARS, Cupid, (turned Drummer,) MissPOOLE, 
HeadCook,MrT. MATTHEWS, PrincePercinett, MrELLAR, 
Venus,’ Miss LEE, Old Mother Hubbard, Mr WIELAND, 
The Duchess Griffinwinkleblowsabella, Mr BARNES, 

Two Savoyards. Masters SOLOMONS, 
ThePrincessGaciosa, MissSFOSTER, LaundryMaid,MrLANDWIE, 
Shock, (Mother Hubbard’s Dog, ) Mast. W. HICHENSON. 
Harlequin, Mr ELLAR,. Clown, MrT. MATTHEWS, 
Pantaloon....Mr BARNES, Dandy Lover, ...MrW.H.PAYNE, 

Columbine, Miss FOSTER. 
The following is the succession of the Scenery: 

SCENE 1.—Night.—Morning.—Day. 2—Island of Flat Heads. 3—King 
Rundy Tundy‘s Palace. 4—Interior of Mother Hubbard‘s Cottage. 5—Ro- 
mantic Glen. 6—Ensemble: the Garden, Kitchen, Parlour and Counting- 
House of the Palace. 7—The Gardens of the Palace. 8—The Grand Ban- 
quet Hall. 9—The Withered Wood, and Magic Grove. 10—England.— 
The Custom House Quay. 11—The half-way House, and Laundress Cot- 
tage. 12—The Double-Bedded Room in the Inn. Hot and Cold, or the unex- 

ected Bath. 13—Holborn and Snowhills, or a hint to the Citizens. 14— 

octor Tit‘s House and the Matrimonial Office, or Marrying by Steam. 15— 
Vauxhall Bridge. 16—Interior of Vauxhall Gardens. in which will be Exhi- 
bited in Seven Sections THE POLAR EXPEDITION : Ist.Section. Capt. 
Ross’s Steam Ship refitting off Eries Fiord, View of the Whale Islands, and 
Cape Farewell. 2—AWhaler, with a Fish alongside. 3—"*ie Boat‘s Crew 
Shooting Walrusses, or Sea Horse. 4—The Victory entering the Bay Tee. 
5—The Victory nipped & wrecked by a Floe of Ice. 6—Fury Beach. The 
Winter Encampment, and The Lunar Phenomenon. 7—Mist and Snow Drift 
which is dispersed, and discovers a Grand Naval Allegory, in which is placed 
The Temple of Perseverence, with the Planting of The British Standard on 
the Magnetic Pole, surrounded by a brilliant Aurora Borealis. 
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